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i n t r o d u c t i o n

As urban population is expected to reach 9.7 billion 
in 2050 (Statista 2020), more and more people 
living in cities, surrounded by concrete and cars feel 
the need to bring nature into their lives. The desire 
for better air quality, food, a healthier lifestyle and 
a deeper connection with nature have prompted 
people to come up with new ways to make their 
daily environment greener. Greenving is a trend 
born out of the desire to find new ways of blending 
the natural and organic with our grey and urban 
surroundings. It is the opposite of drifting away 
from technology and going back to the roots. This 
trend is bringing the roots into the future using 
the latest technology available.  In a world where 
younger generations increasingly feel unsettled 
about their future due to the devastating effects 
of climate change on our environment, innovators 
are trying to come up with various concepts aimed 
at diminishing the levels of CO2 we produce.

Jacob Olmedo NO. 1 Project 
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c o l o u r  a n d  t o n e 
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f a b r i c s  a n d  t e x t u r e s

On Off SS 20 LFW 
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Much like the colour-palette, the 
textures and fabrics used in fashion 
remind  of  natural elements like moss, 
lichen, soil and wood. Freyed edges, 
root-inspired consistency and finish, 
fabrics like wool or  ostrich feathers 
that almost  resemble various 
types of moss (fluffy or hanging).

For the Fall 2020 RTW collection 
in New York Sies Marjan creative 
director Sander Lak designed 
a collection  inspired by the 
countryside, using sustainable wool, 
real plant roots engineered to grow 
in specific patterns and techniques 
like plant-dyeing. In contrast to 
the theme, the collection was 
presented on the 54th floor of a new 
skyscraper in Manhattan, which 
reinforces the idea of finding new 
ways to incorporate  nature in our 
urban environment. (Yotka, 2020)

Caroline Hu SS 20 LFW Sies Marjan Fall 20 RTW 
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Sies Marjan Fall 20 RTW Eckhaus Latta Fall 20 RTW Acne Studios Fall 20 RTW 
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Sinziana Velicescu, “A tree grows in” series
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Sies Marjan Fall 2020 RTW, look 37 Floris Wubben design 
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f a s h i o n

In fashion more and more designers 
and industry professionals have been 
implementing sustainable practices 
to their businesses and referenced 
the crucial role that fashion will 
have to play in the green revolution. 

In September 2019, italian designer 
Maria Grazia Chiuri staged a 
temporary grove for the SS RTW Dior 
show in Paris, which was inspired by 
the idea of respecting diversity and 
nature. After the event all 164 trees 
used for the setting were replanted 
as part of sustainable projects 
around the city of Paris. (Singer, 2019)  

Acne Studios Fall 20 RTW Eckhaus Latta Fall 20 RTW 
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Christian Dior SS20 RTW fashion show
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a r t

Jamie North Art
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Alexander Gronsky , Dzerzhinskiy I
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a r c h i t e c t u r e 

Ecologic Studio algae  close-up Russian studio Niko Architect project 
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IKEA Vienna  Westbahnhof car-free store 

Architecture and interior design 
are part of the industries that play 
a major role in further promoting 
the idea of increasing life quality 
by breathing fresh and clean air 
thanks to projects that aim to make 
our urban environment greener.

London studio Sheppard Robson 
has recently unveiled plans to turn 
the  Citicape House in London into 
the bulding with the largest living 
wall in Europe. A facade of 400,000 
plants     that could  “capture over 
eight tonnes of carbon and produce 
six tonnes of oxygen” annually. 

(Dan Burr, cited in: Crook, 2019) 

Similarly, the future IKEA store in the 
city-centre of Vienna (Westbahnhof) 
is going to have more than 
100 trees adorning its gridded 
facade and no car parking spaces.
These new types of urban structures  
come as a response to changing 
customer behaviour. An increasing 
number of people choose public 
transit or other, more sustainable 
transportation methods like walking, 
cycling, carpooling or carsharing 
over private transport. (Crook, 2020) 

Citicape House in London by Sheppard Robson studio
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‘Natural’,  by UK-based designer Mary Graham
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0 0 6

i n t e r i o r  d e s i g n 

AERO Design AERO Design 
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AERO Design AERO Design 
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source: @infarm 
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In recent years, due to climate 
change concerns, the food 
industry has been coming up with 
innovative, more sustainable ways 
of growing our food. Vertical farms 
using no soil to cultivate greens 
and various vegetables, aquaponic 
systems aiming to close the waste 
loop and avoid using harmful 
pesticides, algae farms, regenerative 
agriculture or even supermarkets 
growing their own greens in-store.

f o o d  i n d u s t r y
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The lifestyle portrayed by this 
trend is strongly related to making 
healthy choices for ourselves and 
the ones we love. This translates 
as eating flavourful and nutritious 
foods, making sure the air we 
breathe is fresh and clean, but also 
reconnecting with nature during our 
everyday activities like growing our 
own food.  Some  examples could 
be planting and nurturing  your own 
microgardens and microgreens or 
even purchase the latest futuristic in-
door algae vertical farm. Rebuilding 
a strong connection with our food 
and consuming nutrient-rich meals 
are very important aspects of this 
trend and some of the reasons why 
microgreens and algae are going 
to continue rising in popularity. For 
instance, “red cabbage microgreens 
have a 6-fold higher vitamin C 
concentration than mature red 
cabbage and 69 times the vitamin 
K   “(Greger, 2013) , while a type 
of algae called chlorela vulgaris 
contains almost every nutrient 
the human body needs to survive, 
including vitamin B12, usually 
found only in animal   products. 

l i f e s t y l e
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RECONNECTRECONNECT
 Good Bank café in Berlin 
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d e m o g r a p h i c s
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The consumers that best relate to 
the main aspects of this trend  are 
part of the younger Millennials and 
also older Gen Zedders. Between 
the ages of 18 to 35, these are young 
professionals who increasingly 
feel the desire to live a more 
sustainable, green and mindful life. 
They are trying to have a better, 
more healthy lifestyle that would 
bring benefits for both the planet 
and their overall wellbeing. These 
consumers are generally trying 
to be active and make the best 
possible choices for themselves and 
their families. They want to support 
brands that are getting involved in 
social and environmental projects 
and believe that transparency 
is one of the most important 
traits of a company nowadays.  
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g l o b a l  w a r m i n g
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there are
more than 
200 countries
around 
the world 
and only two
are 
carbon-negative 
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i n f l u e n c e r s

0 1 1

Infarm Berlin (food industry) Hamama Greens (lifestyle)

Regarding influencers, these are the 
3 brands that have been shaping 
and revolutionising their industries 
in recent years, while also changing 
day to day rituals in our society 
like food shopping for instance. 

Infarm Berlin’s in-door vertical farms 
have been spreading all over Europe 
and recently they have reached 
North America as well.  Helping 
supermarkets and businesses to 
grow their own fresh produce 
eliminates the use of harmful 
pesticides and CO2 emissions 
caused by how far food has to travel 
to reach the shelf. (Infarm, 2020)

Another company called Hamama 
Greens which sells microgreens 
growing kits have been expanding 
their customer base and even 
made an appearance in an 
American TV series called “Silicon 
Valley”.  (Hamama Greens 2020)

EcoLogic studio specializes in 
architectural and urban design 
with a focus on environmental 
models, urban self-sufficiency and 
building integrated nature. Their 
purpose of decarbonising cities has 
prompted the creation of various 
projects like the Algae Curtain, 

EcoLogic Studio (architecture)
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c o n c l u s i o n

source: @infarm 

To summarize, this trend is going to rise in 
popularity among both brands and consumers 
as it represents a reaction to the continuous 
degradation of our planet and highly mediated 
disasters like forest fires in the Amazon or 
bushfires in Australia. Environmental deterioration 
is creating rising levels of fear and anxiety about 
the future amongst teenagers and young adults 
which is why a large number of consumers are 
searching and creating innovative methods of 
living in a more conscious and respectful way. 
The desire for increasing life quality and standards 
through our everyday choices regarding food, 
clothing, leisure activities and even furniture or 
household ambience is going to have an impact 
on the product range, promotion and the way we 
consume goods and services. This new mindset 
is going to spread and create a bigger group of 
consumers interested in spending their financial 
resources on the right brands and products. 
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p l a y l i s t

TITLE            

all the good girls go to hell

stairway to heaven

what about now

old memories

after hours

everything i wanted

no time to die

blinding lights

golden

ARTIST            

Billie Eilish

Led Zeppelin

Daughtry

Kaayz

The Weeknd

Billie Eilish

Billie Eilish 

The Weeknd

Harry Styles

ALBUM            

when we all fall asleep...?

Led Zeppelin IV

It’s not over...The hits so far

Old memories

After Hours

Everything I wanted

No time to die 

Blinding Lights 

Fine Line 
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